
Material List 
 

 
smaller basket- 

12½” x 12½” cotton fabric square, felt, and iron-on interfacing (med. 

or heavy weight) 

4½” x 4½” cotton fabric to cover cardboard 

3” x 3” cardboard 

8 beads, 4 marble size and 4 smaller 

 

larger basket- 

15” x15” cotton fabric square, felt, and iron-on interfacing (med. or 

heavy weight) 

6” x6” fabric to cover cardboard 

4” x4” cardboard 

scraps of fabric for the flowers—if you need to buy fabric just get 1/8 

yard or a fat quarter 

1 square of green felt for the leaves 

1 skein of yellow embroidery floss or you can substitute small beads, 

buttons, pom-poms, and felt circles 

 

For both- 

Matching thread 

hot glue or craft glue 

4 decorative buttons 

 

optional: beads, trims for edge, and laces 

 

 

Fat quarters also known as quilter’s quarters are great to use for this 

project! 
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If you want to make these baskets to sell it’s ok with me as long 

as you follow these few rules: 
 

1. You must put a hang tag on the design stating that it is my pattern. 

Changing a few things does not make it your design. I encourage you 

to experiment with different trims but don’t try to pass it off as your 

design. Be honest! 

 

example:  Made by   your name 

                From a Heisler’s Creative Stitchery Pattern 

 

2. You can’t hire people to make them for you to sell. You may only 

sell as many as you can make. If you can make 100 or more on your 

own a month, that’s fine. Please don’t hire people to help you make 

them so you can sell even more.  

 

Please be kind and follow these 2 rules. There are crafters out there 

who don’t want you selling anything you make from their designs. 

I’m more realistic, I know many of you are looking for things to 

make to sell at craft shows, online, and in consignment shops. Have 

fun with the pattern but don’t claim it as your own design. 

 

 

Keep on Sewing! 

Billie 

Hi, 

 

I’m glad you found this free pattern. I hope you’ll enjoy making and 

using it!  

 

First I need to say I have not knowingly copied anyone else’s design. 

I was learning how to make paper boxes and while folding the paper 

it hit me how the triangle folds looked like small pockets. I decided 

to try it using 2 small squares of fabric and the result is below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are wondering how to print this pattern, it is 

meant to be printed front and back like a book.  

1. The cover is page 1 and doesn’t have anything 

printed on the back.  

2. Print page 2 then page 3 on the other side of the 

paper. 

3. Print page 4 with page 5 on the other side. 

4. Print page 6 with page 7 on the other side. 



You’ve got 2 size choices. The smaller one is fine for shuttles the size 

of clover and Aero shuttles. I sometimes use the large Tatsy shuttles 

so I thought I’d make a basket that was larger, too. Another tip is if 

you use shuttles with hooks on the ends like Aero and Pony, store 

them with the hook out . The hook will catch on the felt. 

 

I decided to use fabric and felt to avoid using heavy craft type 

interfacing. I wanted the pockets rounded not stiff. You can substitute 

another piece of fabric but you’ll need really stiff interfacing so the 

basket will hold it’s shape but not so stiff it’s hard to turn right side 

out. I used a medium weight interfacing. 

 

I had some great ceramic bee and hive buttons and the bee print Mary 

Englebreit fabric (one of my favorites!) so I knew I had to make a 

basket using them. The other basket is made from a fabric I got in a 

fat quarter bundle that I wasn’t fond of. It was just a practice piece 

but after working on it I decided to finish it anyway. The vintage 

toggle buttons and beads matched perfectly. 

 

There’s so much you can add to these baskets. Originally I was going 

to put tatted butterflies on the flaps and tatted trim all the way around. 

I didn’t have enough butterfly fabric so been put on hold for now. 

 

I also thought about how I could have used ric-rac or ribbon around 

the flap edge of both baskets. There are so many ways to decorate 

this basket! What about using favorite pins you’ve collected on the 

flaps! I have a big collection of ones I bought at my local quilt guild’s 

shows I bet would look great on one made from one of the quilt 

printed fabric I have. Looks like I’ll be making a few more :) 

 

 

If you have any questions about this pattern you can contact me at 

bjh150@hotmail.com. 

 

 

Keep on sewing! 

Billie 
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Here’s a photo of my baskets filled.  

- The small one has Clover shuttles, Aero shuttles, and a few old metal 

ones. I can fit 2 of these kinds of shuttles in one pocket. 

- The large basket has my Tatsy shuttles (one to a pocket), an Areo and 

Pony shuttle in another pocket. The last one is holding small scissors 

and a shuttle winder.  

- Notice that there is a lot of room in the bottom of both baskets for 

thread. 



Tips 

 

1. The seams are ¼”. 

 

2.  Fabric pieces are sewn right sides together. I know felt doesn’t 

have a right side but the cotton fabric you will use does. 

 

3. If you are having trouble with the fabric fraying use a seam sealant 

on the cut edges. Turn any pieces before it dries. 

 

4. If you decide to slide your scissors in one of the pockets you may 

want to add some scraps of felt, pieces of polyester filling, or even 

bits of fabric in the bottom. This will help keep the points from 

poking through. 

 

5. If you use craft glue allow time for it to dry completely before 

moving to the next step. 

 

6. Here’s another idea for the buttons on the flaps: use buttons you’ve 

covered with matching fabric. 

 

7. Supplies used for cutting fabric when making quilts will make 

cutting exact squares easier. I used a mat, rotary cutter, and plastic 

rulers. 

 

8. I used felt made by National Non-wovens. This felt is soft yet 

holds shape. I love sewing with it. It’s become my favorite felt! 

 

9. If you can only buy felt squares and since it’s not wide enough, 

you can sew 2 pieces together but don’t sew a regular seam. You 

need to sew a flat seam by laying one edge of a felt square on top of 

the other. 
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8. For this basket I decided to sew the buttons only to the flap. The flap 

is not sewn to the basket.  

 

All done! I hope you’ll enjoy using this basket. I’ve even used mine to 

hold small crochet projects. The pockets can hold your hooks and 

scissors. 
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Making the Basket 
 

1. Iron the interfacing on the larger piece of fabric following the 

manufacturers directions. 

 

2.  Place the fabric right side down on 

top of the felt and sew around leaving 

a 3” opening for turning. 

Note: If you are using a heavy weight 

or very stiff craft interfacing you may 

need a larger opening to avoid tearing 

the fabric. 

 

3. Turn right side out and sew opening 

closed. Press on the fabric side being 

careful with the felt. You don’t want 

to melt it with too high heat. 

 

4. Topstitch ¼” - ½” from the edge. Use the width you like. I did this 

by machine but it would also look great sewing a simple running stitch 

by hand. 

 

5. Below are 2 charts showing the measurements for the triangle 

pockets. Fold the square in half. The felt is on the outside, the fabric 

inside. Mark the lines with pins and sew. 

4 

open here 

2¼” 

3½” 

fo
ld

 

3” 

5” 

fo
ld

 

6. Sew a gathering stitch along the 

bottom edge as shown in this 

drawing. Pull the thread tight to form 

the leaf and knot off. 

 

 

 

 

 

- Do this for all of the leaves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: I ironed the flaps to keep them folded since I didn’t stitch the 

flaps to the side of the basket. 

 

7. I used hot glue to attach the flowers and leaves but you can sew 

them on if you prefer. I just wanted to finish it quicker. I preferred to 

glue all of the flowers on and then the leaves. Attach them how you 

like. 
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6. Fold the basket the 

opposite way, mark the 

pocket lines, and sew. 

Note: This picture shows 

the corners being pinned 

on the smaller basket. 

Notice that one corner is 

shown sewn. 

 

7. After all 4 pockets are 

sewn, turn the basket so 

the fabric is on the 

outside. Push the inside 

to form corner points. 

 

 

 

8. Lay the small piece of fabric face down and 

center the cardboard on top. 

 

- Fold in one edge and glue.  

 

 

 

 

 

- Fold in the opposite side and 

glue. Repeat for the other 2 

sides. 

 

- Add a bit of glue on the 

fabric at the X’s on this 

drawing. 
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4. Here’s where you can choose the center you like. I used 3 strands 

of embroidery floss to make French knots for my flower centers. 

Some have just 3 knots and others have as many as 7. 

 

I did a few samples to give you some ideas of what can be done. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first picture is the French knots. 

Second is a small bead. 

Third is a ¼” button. 

Fourth is a pom-pom. 

Fifth is a small circle of yellow felt with green lines stitched over it 

and a French knot in the center. 

 

Make as many flowers and leaves as you like. You may prefer to fill 

the entire flap with flowers and leaves. After you make all of the 

flowers set them aside while you make the leaves. 

 

 

5. You need a 1” square of paper for the 

pattern. 

- Cut 12 (or more) squares of green felt for 

the leaves. 

-  Cut each square in half to make 2 triangles. 
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9.  Cover just the center 

of the cardboard with a 

light coating of glue 

and place in the bottom 

of the basket. 

 

Don’t use too much 

glue or put any near the 

edges. It could smear 

on the felt as you slip 

the cardboard in place. 

 

It may help to pin the 

flaps out of the way. 

 

 

 

Finishing the Baskets 
Tip: You can press the flap edge to keep it folded. 

 

The Small Basket: 

1. Sew a button in the center of each flap 

going thru all layers. For this one you 

want to attach the flap to the basket. 

 

2. For each point I used 2 sizes of beads, 

one stacked on top of the other. Follow 

the arrows in this drawing for how to 

sew the beads.  

 

 

 

 

Notice how the first bead is sewn down, 

catches the smaller bead and then you 

stitch back through the larger bead. 
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The Large Basket: 

 

1. Cut 28 (or more), 2” diameter circles from cotton fabric. 

 

2. Sew the circle into a yo-yo. If you don’t know how here are 

directions: 

 

Making the Yo-Yos 
 

-For these yo-yos you don’t need to turn under the edge like you 

would for a regular yo-yo. The side with the gathered edge will be the 

back of the flower. 

 

-Using a needle and thread, hand gather close to the edge of the 

circle. Pull the thread to gather up the stitches spreading them out so 

the yo-yo will lay flat, and knot thread. If the thread breaks, you are 

pulling too hard or you need stronger thread. Shape the yo-yo flat so 

that the gathered area is in the center. If the yo-yo doesn’t lay flat you 

may need to gather the circle closer to the edge.  

 

 

3. This step is how to shape the flower. 

- Have the thread at the back of the yo-yo out of your way. Using 

short straight pins divide the circle into 5 sections 

like this drawing shows. 

 

You will be wrapping the thread 

around the outer edge and down through  

the center of the circle pulling the 

thread tight to form the petal. 

 

 

 

You may want to cut a few extra  

circles to practice with if you’ve never 

made these kind of yo-yo  

flowers before. 
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